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INTRODUCTION
Rugby School Thailand is an educational community whose philosophy embraces the challenges of academic
excellence, responsibility and leadership, friendship, participation in a wide variety of activities and social
awareness.

The Community
Boys, girls and staff come to Rugby School from a wide range of backgrounds. The staff, collectively, have very
considerable experience and wisdom. The boys and girls have vast potential. All have curiosity and ability. Whilst
we have collective aims, everyone is treated as an individual: all boys and girls will be encouraged to develop their
talents and gifts and to use initiative to achieve this.
As an individual everyone is part of a larger group – a year group in a house, the house itself, a class, a team and
the School community. We wish all members of the School to think of others at least as much as they do of
themselves: giving as well as receiving, including all, trusting others, being tolerant of those who have different
views and habits, respecting all around as individuals and caring about them, and always being prepared to help
when needed.
These are demanding expectations, but within the Rugby School community there is much support towards these
ends; we believe that a friendly and happy atmosphere brings out the best in all of us and we shall endeavour to
consider all in this way and in a spirit of co-operation and generosity.
Above all, members of the School should treat those around them as they themselves would like to be treated.
Any unpleasantness directed at any member of the School or the wider community will not be tolerated.

Academic Excellence
One of the on-going challenges will be the achievement of the highest academic standards. You will be stretched
and you will be surprised by what you can achieve. Hard work to ensure persistent progress is expected as a
matter of course; there will be pressure and you will have to take sensible initiatives not only in doing the work
but also in managing when it is to be done. The higher you aim and the more you explore the more you will enjoy
it. This will require commitment and determination to stay the course when you are stretched to your limit.

Responsibility and Leadership
In a community every individual bears significant responsibility. Setting a good example is a major part of this
responsibility and ultimately this is one of the hallmarks of good leadership. Good discipline should come from
members of the School themselves and should not always have to be imposed by the School. All boys and girls
will need to develop self-awareness so that they can examine themselves critically and be aware of any
shortcomings and, being aware of such, to admit them and rectify them.
You enter the School as a child and you leave as a young adult. Increasingly we will expect all boys and girls to
shoulder responsibilities for their work, for those around them who are younger and for the freedom they will be
given. We expect boys and girls to be articulate but able to listen, to be forthright but courteous and to be
extremely busy but always ready to help others when needed.

Friendship and Relationships
One of the greatest gifts we can receive is that of friendship – being received into a group openly and willingly.
For most adults, one of the best memories of school was the forging of friendships, many of which last a lifetime.
We hope that friendships will spring up within houses, between those in different houses, within classes, within
teams and within other co-curricular activity. It is natural that in moving through a co-educational school that
degrees of relationship will develop too. This is part of the awareness of adult life to follow.
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Rugby School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and
expects all staff to share this commitment. The School’s Child Protection Policy is available on the School
Portal and on the website.

GUIDELINES AND RULES
Inevitably in a community such as ours there are rules and regulations which are essential for the good running
of the School and the impression it makes within the wider community. These Guidelines are the basis of the
rules that apply at Rugby School Thailand. More information can be found in the various Rugby School Thailand
Policies.
The School Guidelines apply throughout the term, including days on which the School opens and closes. They
also apply to individuals or groups away from School on study trips, on fixtures, when representing the School
during the holidays and when travelling to and from School at the beginning or end of term and Exeats.
These Guidelines are given to all students each year. Tutors and staff use the Guidelines. Students are asked to
sign to confirm that they are familiar with these Guidelines and that they agree to uphold them.
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1. ACADEMIC WORK
Students should aim to exceed expectations as the best way to take responsibility for their own learning.
Therefore, they should always:
•

Work to the very best of their ability

•

Take pride in their work and present it well

•

Arrive punctually so that lessons can start on time

•

Arrive with all necessary equipment

•

Be correctly dressed

•

Keep up to date with their work and submit all prep on time

•

Respect the learning environment created by the teacher

•

Respect the right of others to learn in their own way

•

Keep their work organised
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2. REWARDS AND SANCTIONS

REWARDS
Credit
Awarded for good academic effort/achievement, any positive behavioural or extra-curricular reason.
Distinction
Recommended by a teacher for an outstanding piece of academic work, outstanding behaviour or outstanding
contribution to extra-curricular life.
Copy
A very rare Head’s award for exceptional work, conduct or exceptional contribution to extra-curricular life
Prize
Speech Day awards for all areas of School life
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SANCTIONS
Imposition
Issued for inadequate academic work, poor attitude to learning, poor conduct around School or other
misdemeanour. If awarded for inadequate work, the Imposition is to repeat the work to a satisfactory standard
(the original mark still counts).
3 Impositions in a half-term lead to an automatic Friday Detention.

Detentions
Friday Detention
Friday 12.35pm-1.45pm. A student will automatically be given a Friday Detention if they receive 3 Impositions in
a half term. Friday Detentions can also be issued if a higher sanction than an Imposition is necessary. If a student
is placed in Friday Detention he/she will receive an email from the Housemaster/mistress with instructions. No
laptops, headphones or other devices can be taken into any Detention. Students must take work to do. Three
Friday Detentions will lead to an automatic Saturday Detention.
Head’s Saturday Detention
Saturday 1.30pm-5.30pm. A student will automatically be given a Saturday Detention if they receive 3 Friday
Detentions in one term and on a case-by-case basis where issues persist despite previous sanctions, or for more
significant disciplinary issues.

Reports
Housemaster’s/mistress’ Report
Whilst neither a reward nor sanction, if there is concern about a student’s attitude / behaviour he/she may be
placed on a Housemaster’s/mistress’ report to monitor performance across the school.
Academic Report
Whilst neither a reward nor sanction, if there is concern about a student’s academic progress he/she may be
placed on an Academic report to monitor academic performance across the school.

Other School Sanctions
Gation is the removal of all free time for a period of days.
Rustication is the suspension of a student from the School campus.
Expulsion or requirement to withdraw is the permanent removal of a student from the School.
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3. ACCEPTABLE USE OF TECHNOLOGY
Key principles
Students are responsible for their actions, conduct and behaviour online in the same way that they are
responsible for them at other times.
All students receive information about e-safety and must ensure that they protect themselves online, never
leaving themselves logged on to unsupervised devices and never revealing passwords to others.
Students must reflect carefully on how much they use technology and not forget how time-consuming technology
can be. The use of technology for academic purposes must be separate from its recreational use.

The School Network and the Internet
The School network and the Internet are important resources that should not be taken for granted. All students
agree to abide by the School’s Acceptable Use Policy every time they log on to the Network. The Internet is a vital
tool for independent research and for help with prep and should be used positively. Plagiarism or work that is
simply copied and pasted is obvious to teachers and such actions will be dealt with severely.

Mobile phones
In the interests of student well-being, F, E, D block cannot use or be seen with mobile phones during the School
day, unless instructed to do so by a member of staff. 6th form use of mobile phones is limited to the Collingwood
Centre.

Social media
Behaviour online must mirror behaviour in everyday school life and students must remember that the
consequences of getting things wrong online are the same as getting things wrong in everyday life at School.
Inappropriate behaviour can affect others greatly, especially given how quickly information spreads online and
how difficult it is to remove information or comments once posted. Cyber-bullying is as serious an offence as
bullying.

Images and Video
The recording of still or moving images of another person without their permission is a serious offence. Students
must also be aware that the possession or sharing of indecent images is illegal and will be dealt with as a serious
offence, perhaps involving the Police.
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4. APPEARANCE
Clothing
•

At all times clothing must be in good repair, clean and smart, including shoes.

•
All students must remain in School Dress until after the end of the last timetabled session each day, even if
they themselves have finished lessons.
•

During sport the official School sports kit must be worn.

•
At times casual dress may be worn (non-uniform day, boarders’ free time). Casual dress must be appropriate
for those representing School and it should not draw negative attention to students.

General appearance
In addition to wearing the correct clothing students are expected to take pride in their general appearance.
Therefore:
General
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

No eyebrow markings allowed.
Nail polish is not permitted.
Sensible, modest and natural use of makeup.
No eyelash extensions permitted.
Jewellery - One earring (stud) allowed (in each lobe). One discreet religious icon may be worn. No rings
permitted.
Games kit to be worn only in accordance with guidelines from Sports dept.
Headphones are not to be worn around School.

Hair
●
●
●

Natural hair colour and appropriate (non-extreme) style for school.
Below shoulder length hair must be tied back off the face. Hair accessories should be discreet.
Pupils are expected to be clean shaven.

Academic uniform
●
●
●
●
●
●

Top button done up and tie worn at sensible length.
RST jumpers or cardigans can be worn or carried, not put around waist. No other jackets/jumpers are
allowed.
School socks must be worn.
Formal polished flat black shoes to be worn (no trainer style shoes allowed).
Shirts must be tucked in.
Skirts must be worn at appropriate length.

Sanctions
Members of staff will instruct students to change into more appropriate clothing if deemed necessary. A member
of staff will issue an Imposition if a student’s appearance fails to meet expectations.
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5. BEHAVIOUR
Our School is a close-knit and friendly community. All of the members of the School community should behave
in a manner that promotes community cohesion and above all else, kindness. Indeed, kindness is the very DNA of
Rugby School Thailand.
•
Violence or aggressive behaviour towards any member of the School community, whether part of a pattern
of bullying or in isolation is wholly unacceptable.
•
The School does not accept bullying in any form. Bullying is behaviour by an individual or group, normally
repeated over time, that intentionally hurts another individual or group either physically or emotionally.
•
Boys and girls are not allowed to possess offensive or dangerous weapons, lighters, fireworks, knives, air
guns, laser pens etc.
•
All those at Rugby School Thailand have the right to enjoy their learning, working and leisure, free from
intimidation, oppression or abuse. Any actions, behaviour or remarks that hurt or cause offence are unacceptable.
•
Students should support each other by reporting all incidents of unpleasant behaviour to the appropriate
person – there should be a community responsibility to prevent anyone being hurt, threatened or upset.
•

An atmosphere of open communication is always encouraged and embraced.

•
Stealing is unacceptable in our community. Remember that borrowing without asking is stealing too and
asking to borrow from a younger boy or girl if they can't say no is unfair.
•
Discriminatory or offensive words and behaviour, racist or homophobic language and swearing are
completely unacceptable.
•
All those at Rugby School Thailand are encouraged to celebrate the effort and achievements of others. We
understand that effort is everything.
•

Students are encouraged to treat meals as pleasant social occasions.

•

Behaviour in lessons must allow all students the opportunity to learn and all teachers to teach.

•
In general, members of the School are expected to exercise common sense at all times and to be welcoming,
friendly and polite to each other and to all other people.
•
Bringing the School into disrepute in any way may result in rustication or expulsion at the Head’s
discretion.
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6. COMMUNICATION
Students should always show good manners in terms of communicating amongst themselves, with all staff, with
all visitors and with members of the public. Everyone working in the School should be treated with respect.
Bringing the School into disrepute in any way, particularly through inappropriate use of social media, may result
in rustication or expulsion at the Head’s discretion.

English as the common language
At RST we communicate in English. That is not a request but a hard and fast rule. There are many good reasons
for this, not least the fact that we are a British school and if we do not adhere to a single common language, we
may exclude others. It is the responsibility of all our community members to speak in English at all times when
on our campus.

E-mail
School E-mail is a common method of communication between teachers and students. E-mail accounts must be
checked regularly and teachers expect responses within twenty-four hours. The tone of e-mails must always be
formal.

Social media
Social media tools enable students to reach audiences far beyond the School environment. This translates into a
greater level of responsibility and accountability for students. Students should be aware of what they post online.
Their online contributions leave a digital footprint for all to see and a negative online reputation can have serious
consequences in the future.

Press and/or Media
If approached by the press and/or media, i.e. the representatives of a newspaper, the television or radio, students
are asked to refer them to one of the Deputy Heads or Marketing Department. Students must not speak to the
media or provide them with any materials without the permission of the Head.
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7. RELATIONSHIPS
Personal relationships are one particularly significant area in which values are important. Students need to
understand that school is not a place for physical intimacy. It is hoped that school life will foster wide friendships
rather than exclusive relationships. The following observations and guidelines should be followed as a minimum
standard of conduct.
•

Students must respect the feelings of others at all times.

•
Public behaviour should not cause embarrassment to other students, to staff or to anyone else. Members of
staff will put an immediate stop to such behaviour.
•
At all times, couples must behave in a way which would be appropriate if a member of staff were in the
room.
•

Any students found engaging in sexual behaviour will be permanently excluded.

•
Students should be aware of the provisions of the Sexual Offences Act (2003), which may criminalise some
behaviour, particularly where there is a difference in age between the students.
•
Any couple who are behind a locked or blocked door and who can be reasonably suspected of sexual
intimacy will be rusticated.
•

The same rules and guidelines apply on all school trips, both during term time and in the holidays.
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8. ROUTINES
Call over
All students must attend Call overs in their Houses. This is sacrosanct.

Meals
All students must attend lunch in the Dining Hall which is mandatory. Boarders must also attend breakfast and
supper.

Visiting
Students may not visit other Houses but may of course congregate in common areas.
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9. SAFETY AND SECURITY

Below are some guidelines to help ensure safety and security in School.

Personal Belongings
•

Items of value should not be left lying around.

•

All belongings must be marked with a name and House to enable the owner to be identified.

•

Valuable belongings should be marked with a UV pen or etching tool and properly insured.

•

Books and equipment should not be left unattended at any time around the School site.

•

Lockable storage facilities are available for valuable items.

•

Misplaced personal items should be handed in to a member of staff.

•

Boarders' passports and excess cash must be handed in.

Around School
•

Students must conduct themselves responsibly and sensibly as they move around the School.

•

Students should be discreet with personal and valuable items.

•

Students must wear their ID tags at all appropriate times.

•
If, at any point, students are made to feel uncomfortable or frightened by a situation or individual then they
should find a member of staff immediately and report the incident.
•
Students should stay within the School campus during the School day. Boarders can visit Wisdom in their
free time.

Buildings
•

Students should be familiar with escape routes in the event of a fire or emergency for all buildings.

•

Entry and exit doors should be respected.

•

Doors to buildings should be kept closed.

•
Strangers not wearing an ID card, acting suspiciously or appearing out of place should be reported
immediately to a member of staff.
•
The School employs Security Officers who will be seen frequently around the campus, all of whom are in
place to help students.
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10. SAFEGUARDING
The health, safety and well-being of all our students are of paramount importance to all the adults who work at
Rugby School Thailand. All students have the right to protection, regardless of age, gender, race, culture, sexual
orientation, or disability. You have a right to be safe in our School. Members of staff in the school have a legal and
moral obligation to safeguard and promote the welfare of all students, taking all reasonable steps to protect from
harm whether from physical injury, abuse or neglect, emotional harm, or from anything that interferes with
general development.
If you have a concern about the safety, welfare or well-being of another student, please speak to a trusted adult.
Staff cannot and will not promise confidentiality in matters of safeguarding.
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11. SMOKING, ALCOHOL AND DRUGS
Smoking
Students are not allowed to smoke or to use e-cigarettes. E-cigarettes are illegal in Thailand. A student who is
caught smoking, is suspected of smoking, has been consorting with smokers, smells of smoke or is in possession
of tobacco, e-cigarettes or smoking paraphernalia will be subject to the School’s disciplinary procedures.

Alcohol
Thai law determines that it is illegal for anyone under the age of 20 to buy, possess or consume alcohol. Students
must not purchase, possess or consume alcoholic beverages when at school, when travelling to and from school
or when on a school trip.
Students who are found to have broken these guidelines will be subject to the School’s disciplinary procedures.
The supply of alcohol to other students or the possession or drinking of spirits or spirit-based drinks will lead to
an acceleration of the discipline process.

Drugs
It is the policy of Rugby School Thailand that it shall randomly test (see below for further details), educate
regarding the harm and actively discourage the illegal use of controlled drugs. The School shall treat cases of
misuse as gross misconduct.
Any student caught in possession of or using controlled drugs shall invariably be expelled. Any student caught
supplying or inciting the use of controlled drugs, or being in possession of them with intent to supply, shall
invariably be expelled.
Please note that ‘being caught’ may also mean convincing evidence leading the Head to be satisfied that
controlled drugs have been used or supplied.
The use of ‘legal highs’ is not allowed under any circumstances.
The unsupervised use of caffeine tablets and other supplements is strongly discouraged as a risk to good health,
and such items may be confiscated from students if found in their possession.

Random Drug Testing
Rugby School Thailand operates random drug testing of students. The purpose of our drug testing programme is
to help protect students from their social environment both within and outside of the school community.
Students will be chosen at random to participate in testing. Rugby School Thailand makes participation in the
testing programme a condition of entering and remaining at the School. As well as random testing, students
whose demeanour or behaviour arouses suspicion, will also be tested ‘for cause’. The testing protocol involves
contracted outside health agencies. They supervise and report on the testing. The cost for the testing is borne by
the School.
Students who test positive to illicit drugs are required to attend a ‘show cause’ meeting with the Head and their
parents. At that meeting, the student must explain the reason for the positive test, and when she/he consumed the
illicit substance.
If the testing relates to an episode that occurred in the student’s own time outside of school, such as a weekend or
vacation, the student, depending on her/his behavioural record at the School may be given a chance to remain at
Rugby School Thailand.
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She/he will be required to submit to scheduled drug testing for her/his remaining time at Rugby School Thailand.
Should she/he subsequently test positive, her/his enrolment will be cancelled.
Any student may be asked to undertake a randomly-timed drug test at any time whilst they are at School. He or
she will be asked to supply, under supervision by a trained operative, a biological sample for analysis. The
name(s) of the student(s) to be tested will be randomly chosen by a member of SMT from a range of year groups.
The reason for this policy is to deter the use of drugs and substances by students.

‘For Cause’ Drug Testing
If, outside the context of confidential counselling, there is reason to suspect that a student has been involved with
drugs or substances, he / she may be asked to supply, under supervision by a trained operative, a biological
sample for analysis. The reason for this testing policy is:
·

to deter the use of drugs and substances

·

to identify users

·

to absolve those who have been wrongly suspected.

Reason to suspect use of illegal drugs may arise as a result of information or a complaint received or because of a
student's behaviour such as:
·

a decline in performance in school work

·

marked swings in mood

·

excessive tiredness

·

sores and rashes especially on the mouth or nose

·

a lack of interest in physical appearance

·

an unwillingness to take part in School activities

·

other signs or evidence, such as the finding of certain items of equipment, behaviour on a particular
occasion, or other information that has been gathered
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